
Economic & Commercial Commission  
Meeting Minutes – January 14, 2019 

 
 
 

Members Present     Staff  Present 
Jay Walsh      Patrick Hoban, Economic Development Mgr.  
Richard Osty      Kathy Congreve, Commission Secretary  
Jim Fuentes      Michael Glotz, Village Trustee 
Diane Galante   
Dino Sanfillippo      Guests Present    
Dennis Reidy      Dennis Suglich, Cuzins’ owner 
Christine Obbagy  
  
Members Not Present    
Yaser Elkayyal  
Mark Wendling  
Paul Spass    
       
 
Chairman Walsh called the January 14, 2019 Economic & Commercial Commission meeting to order at 
6:35 p.m. There was a motion made by Jim Fuentes, seconded by Christine Obbagy, to approve the 
minutes from the Dec. 10, 2018 ECC meeting; motion carried.  
There was a motion made by Jim Fuentes, seconded by Dennis Reidy, to approve the agenda for 
tonight’s meeting; motion carried.  
 
Dennis Suglich introduced himself. He was in attendance to discuss his grant request. 
 
Chairman’s Report – The Community Development report for December was distributed. There was 
some discussion about the projects listed. The topic of distribution centers and their impact was discussed.  
Available industrial spaces were shown on the map. Some marketing is being worked on for the corridor.  
 
New Business/Old Business – 
 
Cuzins’ OPA Grant: 
Dennis, the owner of Cuzins’ will be applying for a $25,000 ADA Compliance Grant. He is looking to 
acquire more space in the building to do a 1,000 sq. ft. expansion. He explained he will be making it ADA 
compliant, moving their office, and building an ADA bathroom. The additional space for dining and private 
events. 
 
Post Work Grants: 
The Planning Dept. has been approached by a couple of businesses whom have recently completed some 
grant related work. They inquired whether they can apply for the grants for work done already. It was agreed 
upon that they wouldn’t qualify for work already done and that only new applications could be submitted, 
as the grants were created to fill the vacancies. 
 
Retail Wish List: 
ReCon, a retail convention in Las Vegas will be May 19-22 this year. Franchises, retailers, developers and 
builders will be there. Patrick had sent out a gap analysis to commissioners to review before the meeting. 
It outlines the industry groups, where the gaps are and where the demand and opportunities are. He’s 
looking for feedback from the commissioners so he can create a master list of which to target and set up 
appointments for in advance.  



Dennis expressed his opinion that safety also needs to be part of the marketing plan to create an atmosphere 
where consumers can come shop and feel comfortable doing so. 
Patrick asked commissioners to refer to the report he sent and email him any suggestions for his master list. 
 
MHC Update: 
The Village Board approved the Exclusive Negotiating Rights Agreement with Melody Square in relation 
to developing the Mental Health Center. Patrick stated that this is just the beginning of a very long process.  
They will be meeting with stakeholders, there is a Steering Committee, the environmental issues will be 
addressed, there will be an open house, and more. 
 
Staff Report –  
Patrick stated that a Business Retention Specialist was chosen and given an offer, which he accepted. Hiring 
is pending a drug test and background check.   
The Planning Dept. is working on getting the Legacy Code amended. 
There are 16 businesses interested in the Oak Park Avenue Grants. 
There two designated areas they are going to try to get on the Economic Development and Marketing 
Committee next week.  
Kmart held a bid review; he’s hoping they’re going to tell him something this week. 
Half of Hillwood is close to being under lease. 
Springfort Hall has a new developer interested. 
The re-accreditation was approved and will be announced January 15th. 
 
Trustee Report – Trustee Berg was not in attendance.  
 
Comments from the Public – none 
 
There was a motion made by Jim Fuentes and seconded by Christine Obbagy, to adjourn the meeting. 
Vote by voice call. All were in favor. The meeting was adjourned at 7:50 p.m. 


